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ring of all Divine Truth and 
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Knowledge, the Spirit of Ge, 
from whence the very Book of God, 


the Holy Seriptures came; and the 
Experiences of the Saints, in their 
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An Epiſtle to the Reader. 
World; it was their Invincible Ar- | 
| mour, and as well their Offenſive as 
Defenſive Weapons. AManifeſtation 
whereof, the Great Apoſtle of the 
- Gentiles, ſays is given of God to 
L one to Profit toz their we 
dal State of Happineſs. Whi 
was what the Bleſſed Jeſus Promi- 
ſed to ſend; with an Account of 
its "Buſineſs anch End of Comi 
Vir. To Reprove the World f 
Sin, and to Sanctifie the Minds 
of Men, that in Body, Soul and 
Spirit they might be throu gtity | 
Sangtißel to Clorifi God, in their > 
Body, Soul, and tit; ; which 
4s but Mans Reaſonable Seryice. - 
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© They that Read with a Serious, 
Spirit, the following Diſcourſery 
will taſt the Author s to have been 

-h e 4 


_— — = 
— 2 


. * 


1 9 


An Epiſtle to'the Reader. 


SBieaſon'd therewith; who above 
Thirty Years 4g0, about the moth 
Year of his Age, told me, That th#' 
the Diſpenſations of God to Mankind 
ſeem'd various in their External ma- 

nifeſtations.; yet that it was bis Con- 
ſtant Belief that the Spirit of God 

in Man, ag in and under them all, 

the Root and Spring of True Reli- 
gion, and of the 8 ich 


** ene with A. 

; 1 Nobler as wells as a 
tence cannot well Cloſe this Brief 
Epiſtle. And therefore with the 
ad Chapter of the Firſt Epiſtle 
to the Cormthians is Recom- 
mended ;. the Conſideration, with 
what follows; to the Seri- 
ous Reader; ram I would de- 
tain no longer from the Benefit of 
=” the 
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An Epiſile to the Reader. 
the Diſcourſe it ſelf ; and to whom 
1 hear tily wiſh all Chriſtian Edifi- 
cation thereby. 
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Hearts of Believers, 


THREE 
SERMONS 


ON 


I Theſ. Chap. v. ver. 19. 
Quench not the Spirit. 


Scripture, that 1t contains a great deal 
of Matter, in a few words; and that 
' Matter is of the greateſt Importance and Con- 


I HAVE ſhewed you formerly from this 


ſequence to our Souls, therefore the more wor- 


thy of our Thoughts and Diſcourſe. | The 
words are plainly an Exhortation of the Apo- 
{tle to Believers in Chriſt, not to quench the 
Spirit; Bwuench not the Spirit. 5 
From hence is obſerved : | 
Firſt, That the Spit of God is in th 
elſe it were a vain Exhor - 
tation of the Apoſtle to us, not to quench the 
2 if the Spirit were not within us; for 
then it could not be quenched by us, But I 
have at large opened this Particular to you, 
and I hope ſatisfied you, that the Spirit of God 
is in the hearts of Believers in him. 


1 9 


The 


” 
. * 
| „ 


1 

The Second Thing to be opened from theſe 
Words, is the Reaſons of this Exhortation; 
why we ought not 10 quench the Spirit; for 
which, I propounded to you Three Reaſons: 
The firſt was, Becauſe the Spirit of God is as 
a Fire within us, to warm our Devotion to 
God's Service; to kindle in us Affections for 
Chriſt, to inflame our Zeal for the Honour of 
God, "ant to make us fervent in Spirit, Ser- 
ving the Lord ; and being a Fire within us to 
theſe good Ends, we have reaſon not to quench 
the Spirit. | 
I ihewed you then, that when Chriſt ap- 
peared to his Diſciples after his Reſurrection, 
and expounded to them the Scriptures, which 
are the words of the Spirit, they confeſſed, that 
their hearts did burn within them, Luke 24. 32. 
And that after theAſcenſion of Chriſt,when his 
Apoſtles were met together, As 2. 2, 3. There 
appeared to them cloven tongues, like as of fire, 
and ſat; upon eaeh of them, and they were filled 
with the Holy GH. | 
The Holy, Ghoſt; is ſtill as a Fire within us, 
to the Pagpoſes before remembred ; and there- 
fore we have reaſon not to quench this Fire; 
3 not the Spirit, But I have ſpoken 
atgely upon this Particular, and ſhewed you, 
how the workings of the Spirit of God in our 
Hearts, doth anſwer the qualities of, Fire; and 
therefore it may properly be called a Fire 
within us: And I ſhall make no further Re- 
petition, but proceed to the 2d Reaſon ot this 

Exhortat ion. | 
2d Renſon why we ought not to guench the 
Spirit, is, becauſe the Spirit is a Light within 
8 0 s, 
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us, to mamifeſt to us all things neceſſary. for 
our Salvation, and to guide us unto Chriſt; 
and therefore we have reaſon not to extinguiſh 
this Light, not to quench the Spirit. 

I know' this is a Subject of much Scorn and 
Deriſion at this Day, and many Profane and 
Worldly Men ſcoff at thoſe who profeſs to 
have the Spirit of God, and a Light within 
them; and that they ought to follow this 
Light, which they reproachfully call a new _ 
Light, and Scoff at thoſe that deſire to follow 
it; and the more they do thus Scoff, the more 
they bring themſelves into deriſion with the 
Holy One of 1/rae/., | 

Who ſaith in expreſs Terms, Luke 11. 35. 
that we have a Light within us; he gives this 
Caution: Take beed * that the Light 
which is in thee be not *Darkneſs. This he 
could not mean of the Light of Nature, 
or of the Light of Reaſon, which is in 
every one of us; for he knew that theſe 
Lights, by our A Sin, were turned into 
Darkneſs. It could be no otfler Light intend- 
ed here, but the Light of the Spirit within us, 
which we are Admonaſhed in this word of the 
Holy Spirit, 20t to turn into Darkneſs ; which 
we ſhall do, if we guench the Spirit: And 
nothing can be more plain than this, that 
there isa Light within us. 
That the Spirit of God is properly called 2 
Light within us, may appear from this, that 
it fully anſwers the qualities of Light; where- 
of I ſhall mention only Iwo; and ſhew you 


how the working of the Spirit of God in our 


Hearts, doth anſwer theſe Quahfications; and 


cs 1 32 hereof, 
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hereof, I ſhall give you a few of many Inſtan- 
ces; and I do the rather infiſt upbn it, be- 
cauſe of the preſent contempt of this Subject 
by Worldly and Prophane Men, and becauſe 
the right underſtanding and conſideration of 
this Matter, is of very great importance to 
the Eternal good of our Souls. | 

1. Quality of Light is, that it manifeſteth 
Things to us; and thereupon 1t 1s that the A- 
poſtle aftirms, Eph. 5. 13. all things that are 
reproved, are made manifeſt by the Light; ſor 
whatſoever doth make aan ts Light. The 
Spirit of God within us, doth make manifeft 
to us, whatſoever concerns our Eternal State 
and Condition; and therefore the Spirit of 
God is properly called a Light within us: 
And of his anſwering this manifeſting Quality 
of Light, I ſhall give you a fe Inſtances, 

1. Light doth manifeſt all Corporeal Objects 
to the Eyes of our Bodies, and the Spirit of 
God doth manifeſt all Spiritual Objects to the 
Eyes of our Underſtandings; and that there 
are Eyes of our Underſtandings, we all know; 
and the Apoſtle ſpeaks exprelly of theſe Eyes, 
where he Prays for the Diſciples of Chriſt, 
Eph. 1. 17, 18. in theſe words. 

That the Cod of our Lord Feſus Chrift, the 
Father of Glory, may groe unto you the Spirit 
of Wiſdom and Revelation in the Knowledge of 
him. This is the Spirit of God, the Holy 
Ghoſt, who 1s often thus Styled 1n Scripture. 
And in the next Verſe he ſaith, the Eyes of 
your Underſtanding being. enlighined (that is by 
the Light of this Spirit) that ye may nom what 
is the hope of bs Calling, and what the riches 
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of the glory of bis Inheritance in the Saints 
Theſe are the Things which the Spirit of God 
doth manifeſt to the Eyes of our Underſtand- 
ing; and therefore the Spirit is properly called 
a Light within us. | | 
2. Light is a common and general Light 
and Bleſſing to all the People of the World; 
and it is obſervable, that thoſe Bleſſings which 
are moſt common, and general, are the great- 
eſt Bleſſings; as Fire, Water, Earth, and Air. 
Theſe are common and general Bleſſings, every 
Man and Woman in the World hath a Right 
and Title to them, and is capable of the Bleſ- 
ſing of them, only becauſe they are common, 
they are the leſſer taken notice of, and re- 
garded, . 
Yet theſe great and common bleſſings were 
of no uſe to us, if they were not manifeſted 
to us by this great and common Bleſſing of 
Light, by which all other Bleſſings are made 
known to us, and made uſe of by us; Light 
is 4 wonderful thing, we know not how it 
came, nor whither it goes, only the Great 


. God Created it by his word, and faw that it 


was good, and we all ſee it fo, and have cauſe 
to-bleſs God for it. 

So have we much greater cauſe to bleſs God 
for the Light of his Spirit within us, which is 
a common and a general Bleſſing to all the 
Church of Chriſt throughout the World; and 
to which every Believer hath a right, through 
the free Love of God in Chrift Jeſus, to our 
Souls, who hath made us capable of this 
Bleſſing, through Faith in him; and as far as 
Spiritual Things do excell Temporal, ſo far 


1 B 3 doth 
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2 this Light of the Spirit, excell all other 
ights, FIT... 49 8 
There are common and general Bleſſings in 
Spiritual Things, which are great Bleſſings; 
as the Ordinances of Chriſt, the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, the Word of Chriſt in that Book, which 
is the dictates of the Spirit of God: But theſe 
great Bleſſings are of little advantage to us, 
except they be manifeſted to our Spirits, by 
the Light of the Spirit of God within us. 
Except we Pray by the Spirit, our Prayers 
will avail us nothing; except the Truths of 
God be Preached to us by demonſtration of 
the iet, we Mall profit little by them; and 
unleſs the Myſteries of the Gofpel be opened 
to us by the Spirit, we can not apprehend 
them; nor can we underſtand the Scriptures, 
except the Spirit of God explain them to us. 
Theſe great common Bleſſings are manifeſted 
to us, by the Light of the Spirit within us, 
which is indeed à great and common Bleſſing 
to all Believers, and is properly called a Light 
within us. Ra OE = 
3. As Light is a common and general Bleſ- 
ſing to all Mankind, fo it is a particular 
Bleſſing to every Man and Woman in the 
World; whereby all the motions of their Bo- 
dies, and faculties of their Souls are exerciſed 
and ſet on work, and whereby they are ena- 
bled to diſcern and judge what to chooſe, and 
what to avoid, in order to their Temporal 
Concernments of this Life; as Things are 
manifeſted to them by the Light. 
So the Spirit of God in our Hearts, is a 
particular Light to every individual Mee 
5 *. _— 
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of the Church of Chriſt; by which, the mo- 
tions of their Bodies are exerciſed, their hands 
are opened to diſtribute to the neceſſities of 
the Saints; they are cauſed to walk in the 
ways of Righteouſneſs, and true Holinefs, and 
to run with Patience the Race that is ſet be- 
fore us, looking unto Jeſus, and embracing 
the Truths of his Goſpel. "54 

All the faculties of our Minds are alſo ex- 
erciſed by the mayifeſtation of this Light, of 
the Spirit; it manifeſts to our Memories, 
loving kindneſs of God, to our Thoughts the 
Things of Eternity, to our Apprehenſions, the 
Myſteries of the Goſpel, to our Underſtand- 
ings the Law of God; to our Reaſon the better 

art, to our Wills, the Will of God, to our 
1 the Mind of Chriſt, to our Affe- 
cons the Things Above, and to our Deſixes, 
Chriſt 15 the only true Object vf them. 

And by this manifeſtation which the Light 
of the Spirit within us doth” make to our 
Spirits, we are enabled to judge and diſcern, 
what is to be choſen, and what to be avoided 
by us, in order to the Concernments of our. 
Immortal Souls. And from hence the work- 
ing of the Spirit in the heart of every Belie- 
ver, is properly called a Light within us. 

4. Light 1s a moſt e po Bleſſing z for 
without it, Men could not make Proviſion 
for their Subſiſtence in this Life, but the 
World would ſoon come to confuſion, and 
deſtruction. The Plague of Darkneſs which 
God »ſent upon the Agyprians, Exod. 10. 23, 
was ſuch, that they ſaw not one another, nei- 


ther roſe any from his place for three * 
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If this Darkneſs had continued, the Agyptian: 
muſt all have periſhed z. Light is a neceſſary 
Bleſſing for the conſervation of Mankind. 
So is the working of the Spirit of God in 
our Hearts, a neceſſary Light and Bleſſing, 
for the conſervation of the Church of Chriſt, 
and every Member thereof ; without this 
Light, we ſhould all fit in worſe than Zegyp- 
tian Darkneſs, and of neceſſity muſt come to 
-canfuſion, and periſh for ever: The Light of 
thife Spirit within us is a neceſſary Light and 
Bleſſing to us, and therefore is properly called 
a Light within us. | 
5. And Laftly, as without Light nothing is 
manifeſted to us, ſo Light ſometimes is under 
an Eclipſe, and it Sets ſometimes in our He- 
miſphere, and removes to another; but when 
it Riſeth again, and returns to us, it zs ſweet 
and pleaſant to our Eyes, Eccleſ. 11. 7. and 
le in the great Benefit and Bleſſing 
O it. | | 
So the Light of the Spirit within us, is 
ſometimes under an Eclipſe, whenſoever we 
Sin againſt God, that Light is Eclipſed,” and 
ſometimes 1t Sets to us, and removes from ns, 
to others, that are more worthy of it than 
we are. But if through Faith and humble 
Supplication to God, and the interceſſion of 
our Lord Chriſt, we pet ſome aſſurance of 
the Pardon of our Sins, then the Light of the 
Spirit returns again, to the rejoycing of our 
Hearts, and is moſt ſweet and pleaſant to a 
Sanctified Soul; then the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
ariſeth again, with healing in his wings, and 
| we 
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we enjoy that unſpeakable Benefit and Bleſ- 

ſing of this Light within us. py 
But I ſhall haſten to the other Quality 

of Light, which is alſo fully anſwered, by 


the working of the Spirit of God in our 


Hearts ; and therefore this working 1s properly 
called a Light within us; and this Quality 
of Light 1s, that it guides and leads us; there 
is no Light but is a Guide and a Leader to us, 
and without Light, nothing can be a Guide 
tous, and lead us; therefore our Saviour ſaith, 
Math. 15. 14. If the Blind lead the Blind, both 
ſhall fall into the Ditch. 

But whatſoever doth guide and lead us is 
Light; and our Lord Chriſt, when he promi- 
ſed to ſend the Comforter, did alſo promiſe, 
Fob. 16. 13. when be, the Spirit of Truth ſhall 
come, be will guide you into all Truth, And 
the Apoſtle, Ga]. 5. 18. ſpeaks of the Diſciples 
of Chriſt, hat are lead by the Spirit. If then 
the Spirit of God within us, is a Guide and a 
Leader of us, it muſt needs be a Light within 
us: And of the anſwering of this quality of 


Light, by the working of the Spirit of God in 


our Hearts, I ſhall give you a few Inſtances. 

1. The Sun, the Glorious Light of the 
World, and the leſſer Lights of the Moon and 
Stars, are all Guides to us, and Leaders of 
us, in the performance of the ordinary Af- 
fairs and Concernments wherewith we have 
to do, in relation to our Bodies, and the ne- 
ceſſary Occaſions of this Life. 

The Spirit of God, by his working in our 
Hearts, doth guide and lead us in the Exerciſe 
of all our Spiritual Duties, and in all our 

Service 
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(10) as 
Service and Worſhip of God z.. whatſoever, 
concerns our Souls, and our Affairs in rela- 
tion to that Life which is to come, therein 
the Spirit of God is a Guide and a Leader to 


us, and therefore is properly called a Light 


within us, becauſe it guides and leads us. 

2. Thoſe ordinary Lights which Men do 

make and uſe for their accommodation, and to 
give to them lightan their uſual Affairs in the 
time of Night and Darkneſs, as Candles, Ta- 
pers, Lamps, Torches, and the like, they are 
all Guides to us, and lead us in the diſpatch 
of thoſe Buſineſſes wherein we employ our 
ſelves by the help of thoſe Lights. 
The Spirit of, God is indeed a great Light 
to us in thole times, Ely of Darkneſs 
and Ignorance; and without the help of this 
Light, we can never employ our ſelves as we 
ought, in the Service and, Worſhip of God, 
nor diſpatch the Fa Affairs of our Souls, 
wherein this Light is a Guide to us. | 

I confeſs I do not underſtand the uſe of 
theſe ordinary Lights of Candles and Tapers 
ia the Worſhip of God, in their Churches, 
and in Pennances and Proceſſions in the Day 
time, uſed in the Romiſh Church, I am ſure 
that thoſe who will own Chriſt to he come in 
the Fleſh, muſt acknowledge all fuch Ceremo- 
nies to be aboliſhed by his Coming; and that 
now there is no other Light in the Worſhip 
of God, but the Light of the Spirit ; for God 
is a Spirit, and they that wor. 175 him, muſt 
worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, John 
4. 24. 


The 
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(171). 
The Spirit faith, Prov. 20. 27. that the Spi- 
rit Man it the Candle of the Lord: How 


comes this Candle to be lighted? it is by the 


Light of the Spirit of God within us, which 
lights all the Spirits of Believers in Chriſt, 


and makes them the Candles of the Lord; and 


the more Spirits are thus lighted, the greater 
is the Light of the Spirit. You know that 
one Candle may light thouſands of other 
Candles, and yet the Candle at the which the 
others were lighted, hath as much Light as it 
had before. | N. | 
It is like the Spirit of Moſes, of which God 
took and gave it unto the Seventy Elders, and 
they Propbecied, Numb. 11. 25. and yet the 
Spirit of Mo/es was the fame till, as it was 
before. And'as the Light of the Spirit with- 
in us, though it light many thouſands of the 
Spirits of Gods People, and make them the 
Candles of the Lord, yet the Light of the 
Spirit is not diminiſhed thereby, but remains 
the ſame Light as it was before, and is pro- 
erly called a Light within us. 
2. When a Fleet of Ships is at Sea, the 
Admixal carries the Light, by which, the 
reſt of the Fleet are guided in the dark 
Nights; and bearing up near to this Light, 
and following of it, are themſelves — in 
the more ſafety. | 
The Spirit of God is our Admiral, and 
carries the Light, and is the better ſeen 1n the 
Times of Darkneſs; and if we bear up near 
this Light, and follow it, our Souls cannot 


miſcarry : But if we veer away from it, and 


| will not be guided by it, we loſe the _ 


(12) 
of it, and hazard our Souls amongſt the Ene- 
mies of them, and to be foundred in the 
Ocean of worldly Cares and Temptations. 

4. It is a Uſe to place Lights in Towers, 
and High Places upon the Sea - Coaſts, to guide 
the Ships paſſing that way in dark Nights, 
that they may keep their Courſe as this Light 
directs, and avoid Rocks and Shelves, and to 
Sail through the Waves and Storms, and reco- 
ver their deſired Port in Safety. ot 524 

Such a Light is the Spirit of God in our 
Hearts, it guides us in our Courſe, in our 
Voyage in this World, and ſhews us how to 
avoid the Rocks of Infidelity, and the Sands 
of  Worldly Vanity; and if we Steer our 
Courſe after this Light, we ſhall not miſcarry 
nor founder ; but be enabled by this Light to 
ride over the Billows and through the Tem- 

eſts of Worldly Tribulations, and Arrive in 

afety at our deſired Haven of Eternal R 
and Happineſs. . | 

But to paſs by theſe ordinary Lights, I 
ſhall conclude this quality of Light to guide 
and lead us, with that extraordinary Light 
which God appointed to guide and lead the 
Iſraelites from Agypr, to the Land of Canaan; 
which ſeems to me a kind of Type of the 
Light of the Spirit of God within us; and 
this extraordinary Light is deſcribed by Mo- 
ſet, Exod. 13. 22, 23. where he thus Relates 
It. 

And the Lord went before them by Day, in a 
pillar of a Cloud to lead them the way, and by 
Night in a pillar of Fire, to give them Light, 
to go by Day and Night. He took not an ; 
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ilar of the Cloud by Day, nor the pillar of 
Fire by Night from before the n 
The qualities and working of this Light of 


the Pillar, are fully Anſwered by the working 


of the Light of the Spirit of God in our 
Hearts; and therefore it may properly be 
called a Light within us; and hereof I ſhall 
give you Tome Inſtances. 

1. This Light of the Pillar, was not ſeve- 
ral Pillars, but one Pillar, which gave Light 
to the Iſraelites, as 4 Cloud by Day, and as.2 
Fire by Night. And that it was bug one Pil- 
lar, appears, Exod. 14. 19. where it is ſaid, 
that when the ee purſued the Iſraelites, 
the pillar of the Cloud went 22 before their 
face, and ſtood behind them; ſo it was one and 
the ſame Pillar that removed. 

So the Spirit of God, which is a Light to 
guide us, is but one Spirit, not ſeveral 
Spirits; and therefore the Apoſtle ſaith of 

hriſt, Eph. 2. 18. that through him, we both 

(that is, Jews and Gentiles) have acceſs by 
one Spirit unto the Father; there is but one 
Spirit. | | 

And in the ſame Epiſtle, the Apoſtle Ex- 
horts Believers, Eph. 4. 3, 4. to endeavour to 
keep the Unity T the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace, there is one Body, and one Spirit, even 


i ye are called in one 5 1 of your Calling; 


there is but one Spirit, which is a true Light 
within us, to guide and lead us. 

2. This Light of the Pillar was of a great 
and bright Cloud, which was ſeen of the 
whole Camp of the 1/raelirtes, though the 
Camp is ſaid to take up about twelve Miles 

compals, 
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(144), 
compaſs, yet this Pillar was ſeen by them all, 
and guided them all, and it conformed all 
forts and Conditions of Perſons in that Cam p- 
both Old and Voung, » Healthful, and Sickly, 
and Women and Children, all ſaw this Pillar. 
— d the Light of it, and were all guided and 

d by this t.. 

So the Light 95 the 8 irit of God Wynkin us, 
is a, moſt bright and clear Light to a Sancti 
fied Soul, and is ſeen by every Member of 
the Church of Chriſt, it Guides and Leads 
them all and is pleaſed to conform to all 
forts and Conditions of Perſons in the Camp 
of the Church Militant here on Earth, to be 
2 Guide to all of them. 

To thoſe that are ſtrong i in Grace, this is 
a confirming Liglit, to thoſe that are weak, 
it is a ſtrengthening Light; to thoſe that are 

orant, it is an ute Light, to thoſe 
that are Knowing, it is an Explaming Light, 
to Men, Women and Children; te every ont 
of us is given, Light and Grace, uccording to 
the meaſure off the giſt of Grit as the A- 
poſtle expreſſeth it, Hh. 4 

3. This Light of Ft Pillar guided the 1/- 
raelites from Ag, to the Red-Sea; and 
when Pharaoh ürſued them With a great 
Army, and they had the Sea before them, and 
their Enemies behind them, ready to attack 


them, then it is faid, that the Pillar g ien the 


Cloud went from before their face, an 


behind them; and it came between the Camp " 


the Xgyptians, and the Camp of Iſrael; and 
it was a Cloud and Dare 10 hem, but it 


gave Light by Night te theſe, fo that the one 
came 
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tame not near the other all the Night, And 


God ſo wrought, that the Iſraelites went 
through the Red. Sca, as on dry Land, and the 
Waters flood on heaps on both ſides of them, 
but the Xgyptians following aſter them, were | 
all drowned in the Sea. 5 
Such is the working of fhe Spirit of God in 
the Hearts of Believers, when they are brought 
to a Red- Sea, even a Sea of Blood, and the 
Aegyptians Temptations, the Enemies of their 
Souls puxſuing of them, and ready to attack 
them, then the Spirit of God Er 


brings Darkneſs upon their Enemies, but gives 
; Light and Encouragement to God's. People, 
an 


| 
ö 


ad leads them through a Red - Sea of Bloody 
Perſecution, with ſafety to their Souls; ang 
the Enemies of God and of his People he wall 
overwhelm, and they ſhall be deſtroyed for 
ever. | 
4. This Pillar of a Cloud was the Guide of 
the Vraelites in the Wilderneſs, which was 
part of the Deſarts of Arabia, a violent hot 
ſcorching Climate; and from this Heat the 
Cloud was a refreſhment, and defence, it was 
a Covering to the I/rael/zres, So David: ſaith, 
Pſal. 105. 39. He ſpread a Cloud for a Cover- 
inge, and this was a great Benefit and Pro- 
tection to the People of God. 

In like manner, the Spirit of God is a Co- 
vering to his People, in the Times of hot 
{ſcorching Perſecutions and fiery Trials, in 
the Deſarts of Arabia; in the Places of Vio- 
lence and Cruelty, the Spirit of God is as 4 
Cloud to refreſh and defend his People, 16 
chat the heat of Perſecution ſhall not oe 
then 


(16) 
them to faint, but he will cover their Souls, 
and mightily defend them. 


5. In this Wilderneſs, the Deſarts of *Ara- 


bia, the light Sands were ſo blown up and 


down by the Wind, that there was no beaten 
way to be found; but Travellers uſed to car 
with them Mathematical-Inſtruments, (ſuc 
as Mariners have) to guide them over theſe 
Deſarts, unto the Places whither they were 
beund; and in this unknown way, the Pillar 


of a Cloud was a Guide to the People of 


God. ns 

So is the Light of the Spirit within us, a 
Guide to us in our Pilgrimage of this Life, 
Where we have no beaten Way or Track to 
walk in, there are but few that uſe this Way, 
and it is full of light Sands of Worldly Vani- 
ties; it is not the broad and beaten Way that 
will lead us to Heaven; but the narrow un- 
known Way to the World, wherein the Light 
of the Spirit will be a certain Guide to us. 


6. And laſtly, this Light of the Pillar was 
an extraordinary 1 ent by God to Guide 
and Lead his own People from the Agyprian 
Bondage, through the Red-Sea, and through 
the Wilderneſs, and through all their Enemies 
Countries, unto the Promiſed Land of Ca- 
naan. 

In like manner, the Light of the Spirit of 
God, is an extraordinary Light, ſent by our 
Lord Chriſt into the Hearts of all his Faith- 


ful Servants, to guide and lead them on 
| the 
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the Bondage of Sin and Satan, unto the Land 
of Promiſe, the Heavenly Canaan, through 
? the Read-Sea of Perſecution, and through the 
2 Wilderneſs of Worldly Tribulation z and this 


Light ceaſeth not, until our Joſhua, our Feſws 
W1 


will be pleaſed to divide among his People, 
an Inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled 
and that fadeth not away, reſerved in Hea- 
ven for us, 1 Pet. 1. 4. 
Thus I have ſhewed you how the Work of 
the Spirit of God in our Hearts doth anſwer 
the 5 of Light, as it maketh things 
manifeſt to us, and as it doth guide and lead us 
unto Chriſt, and to our Heavenly Canaan, all 
J centers in Chriſt, ſuch is the infinite Free- 
Grace and Love of God to us in him. Then 
by way of Uſe and Application of this Par- 
ticular, let us be Exhorted to follow this 
Light. 1 
But Figſt, by way of Caution, let us be- 
_ ware that we fellow no falſe Light within 
us, but only the true Light of the Spirit of 
God in our Hearts, for there are falſe Lights, 
4 and Lying Spirits, which have ſecret reſorts 
and acceſſes to our Spirits, and ſeek to ſeduce 
us, and tempt us to forſake the true Light of 
the Spirit within us. We muſt beware of theſe 
* falſe Lights, and follow only the Light of the 
Spirit within us, which will guide us into all 
Truth. 
If you ſay, how can J a poor Ignorant Crea- 
ture, prone by Nature to all Sin and Falſhood, 
how ſhall I be able to judge and diſtinguiſh 
betwirxt the true Yo of the Spirit of God, 


and 
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and the falſe Light that is in me, which tempts 
me to all evil. By this you may certain] 

know them, and undoubtedly. diſtingui 


them, as you find the workings and influences 


may perfectly judge. | 


|| - + Whatſoever tempts you to Evil, or dictates 
{ = . any thing to your Spirits that is contrary to 


Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, and to the Mind 
and Will of God revealed in his Word; and 


whatſoever influence is in your hearts, tend- 


ing to the diſhonour of God, and of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to diſobedience to his Laws, or to 
deny him before Men, or to impair your Faith. 
in him, or Love to him, this is certainly from 
the falſe Lights and Evil Spirits within you, 
and therefore you muſt carefully avoid all 
ſuch ſuggeſtions, and wicked influences, and 
follow none of them, for they will lead you to 
„„ Y 
But whatſoever: you find. ſuggeſted to your 
Spirits, that is Juſt, and Righteous, and Ho- 
ly, and acceptable unto God, and according 
to his Mind and Will, revealed to us by his 


* / - Spicitz in this Book, which is the dictates of 


that Spirit, whatſoever influences and moti- 
ons you find in your Hearts, perſwading you 
to Faith in Chriſt, to Obedience to his Pre- 
cepts, to Love to his Name, to Confidence in 
him, and to a firm Reſolut ion, through the 
aſſiſtance of his Grace, not to deny him, but 
confeſs him before Men, and to five accord- 
ing to his Holy and Righteous Commands: 
Theſe things you may undoubtedly diſcern 
to come from the true Light of the Spirit of 
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ſtantly followed by us. 
If we do not follow this Light, we ſhall fit 


in Darkneſs, and in the Region of the ſhadow 


of Death, and God will not ſpare us, no more 
than he ſpared the Angels that Sinned, _ þ 


zue ſhall-be caſt dozon to Hell, and be delivered 
into Chains of Darkneſs, to be reſerved unto © 


Fudement, 2 Pet, 2.4. we ſhall be reſerved in 
everlaſting Chains of Darkneſs unto the Fudg- 


ment of the Great Day, Jude 6. let us therefore 


be very careful not to follow © theſe falſe 


Lights 


But if we conſtantly follow the true Light 


of the Spirit of God awithin us, in his Lighr, 


we ſhall ſee Light, Pſal. 36. 9. He will {end 


out bis Light and his Truth by "bus Spirit in aur 


hearts, to lead us, Ob! to bring usto his Holy 
Hill, and to his Tabernacles, Pſal. 43. 3. 10 
open our Eyes, and to turn us from Darkneſs 
to- Light, and from the power of Satan, unto 
God, that te may receive. forgroeneſs of Sins, 


and inheritance among them which are ſancli- 


fied by the Truth, Acts 26. 18. | 
Would you not count him a diſtracted Man, 


who having a great Journey to go in an un- 


known Country, ſhould chooſe to Travel in 


the Night, rather than by Day-light; or hz- 


ving a good Guide, who knows al! the Way, 
ſhould: diſmiſs his Guide, and Travel by Him- 


ſelf in Places altogether nknown to him: 


Much more Senſeleſs and Diſtracted is he, that 
having a great Journey to go in this Life, 
where we are all Strangers, as our Fathers 


were, thall chooſe to Travel in Darkneſs, and 
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God within us, and this Light is to be con- 


PL 
* 
1 


— 


(20) 

in the Night of Ignorance, rather than by the 
Light of the Spirit of God within us; or that 
having ſuch a Guide as the Spirit is, will diſ- 
miſs this Guide, and Travel in unknown 
Ways, truſting to his own Ignorance and want 
of Knowledge of the right Way. 
Let us be none of theſe Pravellers, but ex- 

actly follow the Light of the Spirit of God 
within us, let us bear up cloſe to him, and 


ſteer our Courſe according to this Light, and 


God will deliver us from the power of Darkneſs, 
and tranſlate us into the Kinedom of bis dear 
Son, Col. I. 13. be will call us out of Darkneſs 
into bis marvelous Liebt, 1 Pet. 2. 9. we ſhall 


enjoy the Light of his Goſpel here, and the 


Light of his Glory for ever, hereafter. 
| 1 am now come to the Third and laſt Rea- 
Ton of this Exhortation of the Apoſtle, Vhy 


Chriſtians ought not to que nch the Spirit; and 


that is, becauſe the Spirit of God is a Com- 

forter within us, and therefore we have reaſon 
not to quench the Spirit. But this Particular 

| - * a further time for the Expounding 
Ot it. 
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The Second 


„ 
'T Theſ. Chap. v., ver. 19. 
Quench not the Spirit. 
1225 formerly ſpoken to you from this 


-- 


Scripture, and ſhewed you, that it is an 


Exhortation of the Apoſtle to Beleivers 


in Chriſt, rot to quench the Spirit; and from 
thence it was Obſer ved. 

1. That the Spirit of God is in our Heart 
or elſe it were a vain Exhortation not to quenc 


the Spirit, unleſs the Spirit were within us to 


be quenched. This is neceſſarily implied, 


when we are Exhorted not to quench the Spi- 


rit, that the Spirit is within us. 

In the 2d place, I propounded to you Three 
Reafons why Chriſtians are Exhorted ot to 
quench the Spirit, The 1ſt Reaſon was, be- 
cauſe the Spirit of God is a Fire within us, 
to cheriſh us, to kindle in us Affections to 
Chriſt, to inflame our Zeal for the Honour of 


wa I. God, 
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God, to make us fervent in Spirit, Serving 


the Lord, and doing all chis good to us, as a 
Fire within us, therefore we have reaſon 707 
to quench the Spirit; and this Reaſon was at 
large inſiſted on by me. 

Then I came to the 24 Reaſon of this Ex- 


bortation, hy Chriſtians ought not to quench 
; "phe Spirit; and that was, becauſe the Spirit is 


a Light within us, to manifeſt to us the things 
of Eternity, and. whatſoever» is neceſſary to 


Everlaſting Life and Salvation, and a'Light 


to guide us into all Truth, and to lead us 
* Chriſt; and doing this great good for us, 
as a Light within us; therefore we have rea- 
ſon not to extinguiſh this Light, not to que nch 
the Spirit. I alſo opened this to you at large, 
and therefore intend to make no Repeti- 
tion, but to proceed to the 3d and laſt Reaſon 


of this Exhortation, Vhy Chriſtians ought not to 
guench the Spirit; and that is, becauſe the Spi- 


rit is a Comforter within us, therefore we 


have reaſon not to quench the Spirit. And to 


open this Reaſon the more fully to you, I 


- ſhall ſhew you, 1. That the Spirit of God is 


2 Comforter within us. 2. What kind of 
Comforter the Spirit is. 3. Haw the Com- 


forts of the Spirit are applied to Behevers : 


And 4. I ſhall make ſome Application of this 


Particular. | 
7. That the Spirit of God is a Comforter 


within us, appears from the words of Chriſt 
himſelf, Recorded by the Spirit, Fob. 14. 16, 


17. where he promiſeth, I will pray the Father, 
and he ſhall give you another Comforter, even 


:he Spirit of Trath, that is, the Spirit of — 
; TINS .. 
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And ver. 26. he faith in expreſs words, - bur 
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the Comforter which is the Holy Ghoſt, whom 
tbe Father will ſend in my Name, he hall teach 


O. 4 * 
4 And Ch. 15. ver. 26. He calls him the Comfor- 


ter, the Spirit of Truth, which proceedeth from 
the Father: The Spirit of God then is a Com- 
+ forter, and that he is a Comforter within us, 


appears, Ch. 14. ver. 17, here it is ſaid of 


«4% 
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this Comforter, he"dwelleth with you, and all be 
in jou; he then is a Comforter within us; and 


to this effect it is related,” Acts 19. 31. that 
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not 
that go Body is the Temple of the Holy 3 
. tain: 


7 
| 


* the Churches walking in the * of the Lord, 


and in the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt,” were 


x . And they could not walk in the 
0 


com 


rt of the den except the Holy 

Ghoſt were a. Comforter within them, where - 

by they walked. © — 2 WO 
The Apoſtle, F Cor 6. 19. faith to the Ser- 


vants of Chriſt in expreſs terms, ,Azow ye 


which is in you. What can be more p 
which is in you; the Spirit of God, the Hol 
Ghoſt is within us, which you have of God, 


| which God calls the Comforter ; it ſeems 


clear from theſe Scriptures, that the Spirit of 
God is a Comforter within ut. „ 
2. As this Truth appears clearly from the 
Scriptures before cited, and from ſeveral o- 
thers, which are omitted for brevities ſake, 
fo I muſt acknowledge, that to my poor ap- 
prehenſion, there is no one Truth Recorded in 
the Book of God, tranſmitted to us by the 
Spirit of God in the Holy Scriptures, which 


is more clearly teſtified and confirmed by the 


C 4 viſible 
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viſible Actions of Millions of Men, Women, 


” 


and Children, who ſuffered for the Name of | 


Chriſt, than this Truth is. 

What cauſed the two Noble young Virgins, 
but of Thirteen Years of Age a- piece, rather 
than they would deny Chriſt, to die for the 
Teſtimony of his Name; and though thus 
young and tender, yet to endure barbarous 
| Tortures, and moſt cruel Deaths, Singing 
Pſalms in the midſt of the Fire. And man 
other Women, Young, and Old, Beautiful, 
and of great Birth, Honour , and Fortunes, 
though of the more fearful and weaker Ser, 
yet to ſuffer the like Tortures and Death with 
Courage, Cheerfulneſs and Comfort. 

What cauſed the two Young Noble-Men, 
being but Fifteen Years of Age a- piece, to 
give up their Lives, Hogourg and Eſtates, and 
to flight all offers of Preferment, and to en- 
dure their Tortures and Death with cheerful- 
_ nels and comfort for the Teſtimony of Chriſt 
And what cauſed that ſweet Child, but Seven 
Years Old, rather than he would deny Chriſt, 
to endure all his Tortures with a ſmiling 
Countenance ; and when his Head was cut 
off, and given to his Mother, ſhe put it in 
her Boſom with Rejoycing for it, and alſo for 
her own Death, which followed. | I 

On the other hand, what made Photinus, 
being Eighty Nine Xears of Age, and Mar- 
ciſſus, being reckoned One Hundred Sixty 
Three Years of Age, and many other Aged 
Perſons, in whom Strength and Courage 
was declined, yet they endured their moſt 
Cruel Torments and Death with wonderful 

Conſtancy 


* 
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* Conftancy and Comfort, in bearing their Te- 
ſtimony for Chriſt, And thouſands more 
might be remembred of Old and Young, and 
middle Aged Perſons of all Sorts and Condi- 
tions, who endured the like Sufferings for the 
Name of Chriſt, with Comfort and Rejoycing 
in their Sufferingss. 
Some of them in the Fire, when their Bo- 
dies were half burnt, when there was no time 
nor ground of diſſembling, then they owned 
that they felt no pain; ſome ſaid that they 
1 were comforted in this Extremity by the Spi- 
rit of God who ſupported them. One ſaid 
uhen he was Burning, that a Young Man ſtood 
\ by him, who Comforted and Delighted him; 
another told his Friends before-hand, that if 
they ſaw him hold up his Hand above his 
Head when he was Burning, it ſhould be a 
Sign to them that he felt no pain; and he K 
held up his Hands above his Head, till his 
Life went away. 5 9 
Who was the Comforter to theſe Bleſſed 
Souls? could Nature, or Reaſon, or the World 
be a Comforter to them in this Condition ? it 
Was wholly contrary to Nature and Reaſon, * 
and to the courſe of the World, for them to 
take comfort in theſe bitter Sufferings; it 
could be no other but the Spirit of God with- 
in them, which was ſuch a Comforter to them. 
And all theſe paſſages are mighty and wonder- 
ful Evidences of this Truth, That the Spirit of 
God is a Comforter within us. + | » 
I confeſs, I do not know any more undeni- 
able Arguments of any thing that is known 
or believed among Men, than theſe are of this 
. a * Truth, 


8 
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Truth, That the Spirit of God is a Comforter 
in the Hearts of Believers, But I hope there 
needs not many words ta be uſed to you for 
the confirmation of this Truth, being ſo ex- 

reſly declared in the word of Truth, and ſo 
Fully teſtified by the innumerable Examples 
of the Faithful Seryants of Chriſt, who found 
this Comforter ſupporting them ſo marvel- 
ouſly in all their bitter Sufferings. And this 
being ſo clear a Truth, That the Spirit of God 
zs a Comforter within us, we have great reaſon 
not to quench the Spirit. oa. * 

3. I am to ſhew you what kind of Com- 
forter the Spirit of God is in our Hearts; 
which I confeſs is a oo Task for any to 
undertake; the Comforts of the Spirit are un- 
expreſſible, the Angels who are continually in 
the preſence of God. are not able to declare 
his Attributes, much leſs ſinful Men; who 

can ſay what kind of Comforter God the Ho- 
Iy Ghoſt is, it is above expreſſion, and paſſeth 
all our Underſtanding fully to declare it. 
. Yet fo far as the Spirit himſelf hath been 
pleated to reveal the ſame to us in his word, 
and as far as any of us, have had the bleſſed 
experience of thoſe Comforts in our Hearts, 
which. ſome of us have had, ſo far we may 
and ought to Diſcource of them, thereby to 
ſet forth the goodneſs and free Love of God 
to us, whereby our Comforts will be increaſed 


by the Spirit, and our Prayers to God be 


multiplied. And upon theſe Grounds, I ſhall 
endeavour in ſome Particulars, to ſhew you 
what kind of- Comforter the Spirit is within 


6 2 — 
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1. The Spirit of God is a Comforter like 
unto Chrift ; who 1s pleaſed to declare in his 
Promiſe of the Comforter, Joh. 14. 16. I will 
pray the Father, and be ſhall ſend you another 
Comforter , and he was ſuch another Comfor- 
ter as Chriſt was, be was to teach us all things, 
Joh. 14. 26. fo did Chriſt: The Spirit was to 
reprove the World of Sin, of Righteouſneſs, and 
Judgment, Joh. 16. 13. fo did our Lord 
Chriſt, and the Spirit was ſent to guide us into 
all Truth, as Chriſt did, and was to ſhew them 
all things, as Chriſt alſo did; the Spirit was 
another Comforter, like unto Chriſt; who was 
God the Son, and that other Comforter, is 
God the Holy Ghoſt. 

Lam ſure that all thoſe who do own Chriſt, 
will gen that he was the great Comforter of 
the World, who did bring to us the glad Ti- 
dings of the Goſpel, Redemption, Life and 
Salvation to all that believe in him. And 
when he was pleaſed to leave us, he would not 
leave us comfortleſs, but promiſed to ſend us 
another Comforter, which could be no other 
but the Spirit of God, a Comforter like unto. 
himſeH. | *; * N * 

2. The Spirit of God is an abiding Com- 
forter, as it follows in the Promiſe, he ſhall 
ſend ou another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever. The Comforters of this 
World, are miſerable Comforters, like thoſe 
of Fob, 16. 2. their Comforts ceaſe, when our 
Capacity ceaſeth to gratifie them, when _ 
can get no more of Benefits from ns, we ſhall 
get no more of Comforts from any of them. 
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As we have in this World no abiding City, 
fo we have no abiding Comforts, or Comfor- 
ters of this World; but the Spirit of God is 
ſuch a kind of Comforter as will never leave 
us nor forſake us, but will abide with us to 
the end of our Lives; and in the end of our 
Lives, to another Life; he will abide with us 
for ever. "I 
3. The Spirit of God is a true Comforter, 
therefore our Saviour calls him the Spirit of 
Truth, Toh. 14. 17. and promiſeth, that be 
ſhall guide us into all Truths, Joh. 16. 13. The 
Truth of his Comforts hath been Sealed with 
the Blood of many thouſands of his Servants, 
as 1s before noted; he is no feigned, ſeeming, 
pretended Comforter, but a real, faithful and 
true Comforter to all in whom he dwelleth. 
Worldy Comforters, are falſe, and Hypo- 
critical and Lying Comforters, there 1s no 
faithful true Comfort in them, they will guide 
us into Error and Sin, as Jobs Wife Comfor- 
ted her Husband, Fob 2. 9. Curſe God and die: 
But the Comforts of the Spirit enable us to 
Bleſs God, and to die with Comfort for ghis 
Names ſake. So when he calls us, all the 
Comforts of the Spirit are real and true Com- 
torts; the Spirit within us is the only true 
Comforter. e 
4. The Spirit is a Comforter to thoſe only 
who are the faithful Servants of God, true 
Believers in Chriſt, and to none others. When 
Chriſt Preached bis Admirable - Funeral-Ser- 
mon, in which he made the Promiſe, of the 
Comforter, it was to his Diſciples only, to 
his own Family, to whom he ſaith, Joh. + 
15 


— 


„ 
ye love me, | keep my Commandments; 
then it follows, and I wil 2257 the Father, 
0 


15. If 
and he ſhall ſend you another Ker. 

The Comforter was promiſed WY to thoſe 
that love Chriſt, and keep his Command- 
ments, but to Worldly Men the Promiſe doth 
not extend; for it follows, He ſhall ſend you 
another. Comforter, even the Spirit of Truth, 
whom the World cannot recerve. As long as 
Men continue in their Worldly-mindedneſs 
and are Lovers of the World, more than of 
God, they are not capable to receive the Spi- 
rit, the World cannot receive bin. 

And Chriſt is pleaſed to give the Reaſon 
hereof, whom the World cannot receive, becauſe 
it ſeeth him not. They ſee not the Spirit of 
God with the Eyes of their Underſtanding, as 
the People of God do; neither doth the World 
Anow hin, if they did, they would not Scoff 
at him, as too many do, but they ſhall know 
him to be a conſuming Fire to them, but a 
Comforter to Believers. Worldly Men can- 


not receive this Comforter, he is a Comforter 
only to thoſe that love Chriſt, and keep his 


Commandments, to true Believers in him. 

5. The Spirit of God is an inward a Spiri- 
tual Comforter, and his Comforts, are inward 
Comforts; Chriſt promiſeth that he ſhall dwell 
with his Servants, and he ſhall be in you, and 
that their Bodies are the Temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt which is in you; he is an inward 
Comforter in the Hearts and Spirits of Belie- 
vers, he comforts their Spirits, and 1s a Spiri- 

tual Comforter. 


And 
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And therefore his Comforts are ſuch as the 
World cannot give to us, nor take away from 
us, they are part of the peace of Chriſt, 
whereof he faith, Joh. 14. 27. Peace I leave 
. eotth you, my Peace I give unto. you, not as the 
World giveth, give I unto you. The Comforts + 
of the Spirit are not given as the World gi- 
veth, who giver outward periſhing Comforts 
only, but the Comforts of the Spirit, are in- 
ward and Spiritual Comforts which the World 
cannot give to us. 1 
Neither can the World take away theſe Spi- 
ritual Comforts from us, becauſe they are in- 
ward Comforts given to us by God the Holy 
Ghoſt, whoſe Gifts are beyond the Power or 
Juriſdiction of ths World; they are inward 
Comforts, which the World cannot reach, 
nor have they any power to take away theſe 
_ Comforts from any of God's People, which is 
no ſmall addition to the Comforts. 
Believers may fay of theſe Comforts, as the 
Apoſtle ſaith of the Love of God, Rom. 8. 38. 
For I am perſwaded that neither death, nor 
life, nor Angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall 
be able to ſeperate us f the love of God, 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. | 
No more ſhall any of theſe Powers, neither 
Angels, nor Men, nor the whole Power of 
the World, if they would combine together, 
and be united in one Power, be able to ſepa- 
rate theſe inward Spiritual Comforts from the 
Faithful Servants of Chriſt, from true Behe- 


vers in him, which are given to them by the 
Spirit 


PER. 
Spirit of God the Comforter within them; 
the World cannot take away theſe Comforts 
from them, and therefore they are much the 
more to be valued by us. 
And therefore the Spirit of God being ſuch 
a kind of Comforter within us. 1. A Com- 
forter like unto Chriſt. 2. An abiding Com- 
forter. - 3. A true Comforter. 4. A: Comfor- 
ter to Believers. in Chriſt only. And 5. A 
Spiritual Comforter, whoſe Comforts the 
World cannot give to us, nor take away from 
us; therefore we have all the reaſon that can 
be, not to quench the Spirit. 

3. I come now to the Third Thing, which 
I am to open to. you, for the more full appre- 
hending of this Truth ; and that is to ſhew 
you how the Comforts of the Spirit of God, 
are by him applied unto Believers. And to 
ſet forth this the more plainly, I muſt make a 
brief Enquiry into the ſeveral Conditions of 
the People of God in this Lite, wherein they 
ſtand in need of a Comforter ; and then how 
the Spirit of God doth apply his Comforts to 
them in thoſe ſeveral Conditions. 5 

The Conditions of the People of God in 
this Life, wherein they ſtands in need of a 
Comforter, are many, and frequent, and 
more to them, than to other Men; Chriſt told 
them before-hand, Joh. 16. 33. In the World 
ye ſball have Tribulation. And in 2 Tim. 3. 12. 
All that will ive Godly in Cbriſt Feſus, ſhall 
ſuffer Perſecution; it is their Portion in this 
Lite, and their way to Glory, And in theſe 
Conditions of Tribulation and Perſecution, the 
Spirit of God applies his Comforts to 1 

There 
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There is a two-fold Tribulation in this 
Life: 1. An outward Tribulation in the loſs 
of Worldly Things, and there is an inward 
Tribulation in our Minds, a Trouble of Fears 
and Doubts, and want of aſſurance of the 
Happineſs of our Future State and Condition 
in the Life to come, which cauſes Deſpair in 
us. In both theſe ſorts of Tribulations, the 
Spirit of God applies Comfort to us: In the 
outward Tribulation of Loſs of Worldly 
Things, the Spirit of God applies theſe Com- 
forts to us, in the ſeveral Tribulations that do 
befall us. , . | 7 p 
1. When any of the People of God are un- 
der the outward Tribulation of the loſs of 
neareſt Relations or Friends, the Spirit of God 
1s a Comforter to them, he tells the Widow, 
Tfa. 54. 9. thy Maker is thy Husband,” the Lord 
of Hoſts is his Name; He tells the Widower, 
that he ſhall be again Married to a better 
Spouſe, even to Chriſt; He tells Parents who 
have Buried their Children, that they are not 
Joſt, but gone to Heaven before them, where 
they ſhall meet again; And he tells Orphans, 
that they ſhall be the Adopted Sons and Daugh- 
ters of God. a 2 
© Thoſe who have loſt Faithful and True 
Friends, whereof there are not many, he aſ- 
fures them that Chriſt will be their Friend, 
Who is faithful indeed; and thoſe who have 
loſt their Kindred and Relations, he Comforts 
with the words of Chriſt, Mat. 10. 50. Who- 
ſoever ſhall do the will of my Heavenly Father, 
the ſame is my Brother, and Siſter, and Mother. 
And thels new Relations are far beyond any 
that this World can aftord us. 2, When, 
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When any of the People of God are under 
the outward Tribulation of loſs of Bodily 
Health and Strength, and are become full of 
Weakneſs, Pains, Sickneſs, and Bodily Di- 
ſtempers, the Spirit of God applies theſe Com- 
forts to them in their Sick Condition; he aſ- 
ſures ſuch a one, Pal. 41. 3. the Lord will 
ſtrengthen him. upon the” Bed of Languiſhing, 
thou wilt make. all his Bed in his Sickneſs ; that 
is, the Lord will ſtrengthen him by his Com- 
forts to bear his Pains and Diſtempers, where- 
of ſome of us have experience, through the 
goodneſs of God, and he will make their Bed 
that is, he will lay no more upon them, than 
he will enable them to bear, * 

We Read of a Holy Man that cried out in 
the midſt of the tormentingFire, that he felt no 
more Pain than if he were lying upon a Bed of 
Down, ſuch were the Comforts which the Spi- 
rit gave in and applied to him in this Condi- 
tion; God made his Bed, for him, he made his 
Bed of Fire, to be as a Bed of Down to him. 
The Spirit of God is alſo a Comforter to the 
Sick Servants of Chriſt, with the words of the 
Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 4. 16. We faint not, but though 
our outward man periſh, yet the inward man is 
renewed day by day: Our frail Bodies muſt 
decay, and fall into the duſt of the Earth, 
but our Souls ſhall be healed and renewed 


and no Diſtempers which Sin hath made, ſhall 
prevail over them. 

He aſſures Believers that there is Balm in 
Gilead to heal their Sick Souls; that the Blood 
of Chriſt will cleanſe them of all their Diftem- 

| pers, 
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pers, from all their Sins, and that the great 
Phy fician both of Soul and Body, will recover 
the Health of the Daughter of his People, 
Fer. 8. 22. and ſhortly bring them to a Place 
where there is no pain, Rev. 21, 4. | 

3. When any of the People * God are un- 
der the outward Tribulation of the loſs of 
their Goods and Eſtates, and are fallen into 
Want and Poverty, which is a ſharp Tribula- 
tion in this Life, ſo there the Spirit of God 
applies ſuitable Comforts; and one mighty 
Comfort which he gives to them, and to all 
in their Condition, is this. 

He aſſures them Luke 7. 22. to the Poor the 
Goſpel is preached; and what greater Comfort 
can there be than the Preaching of the Goſpel ? 


and this Comfort ſeems to be eſpecially and 


peculiarly applied to the Poor, and wherein 
they have a Privilege and Comfort more than 
the Rich have; the Holy. Martyr faid, That 
brown Bread and the Gofpel was a Comfortable 
Condition. It is not ſaid to the Rich, but 10 
the Poor the Gofpel is preached. 3 

The occaſion of this Comfortable Saying of 
Chriſt, in relation to the Poor, was when 

ahn the Baptiſt ſent two of his Diſciples to 


eſus, to ask him, art / hou he that ſhould come, 
or look we for another Jeſus anſwered them, 
go your way and tell Fobn what things ye have 
feen and heard, how that the bland ſee, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleanſed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raiſed, to the poor the Goſpel as 
preached. | 


It 
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Tt is reckoned among the great Miracles 
done by Chriſt, and as a. Teſtimony that he 
was come in the Fleſh, that to the Poor the 
Goſpel is Preached; and by the Poor, it was 
Preached unto the Poor, Chriſt when he came 
to Preach the Goſpel, took npon him a Poor 
and Inferior Condition, the form of a Ser- 
vant, and had not where to lay his Head. 

Thoſe whom he choſe to be Preachers of the 
Goſpel, - and to lay the Foundation of his 
Church, his Holy Apoſt les were poor Fiſher- 
men, and Handicrafts- men; and thoſe to 
whom he and his Apoſtles did Preach the 
Goſpel, were of the poorer ſort, hom he fre- 
quented in Country Villages, and in the Field 
and in the Mountain, and in the Ship; an 
we do not read that they reſorted to any 
Great Mens Houſes, - but when they were by 
force carried thither for their Nonconformity ; 
nor did-one Great or Rich Man reſort to his 
Preaching, for 10000, of the Poorer fort : To 
the Poor the Goſpel is-preached ; which is 3 
high Comfort to all in that Tribulation of 
Poverty. - je | * 
KRich Men rather hinder the Preaching of 
the Goſpel, than embrace it, and delight in 
it; therefore our Saviour . ſaith, Mat. 19. 24. 
that it is eafter for a Camel to go through the 
eye of a Needle, than for à Rich Man to enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. But this is Ex- 
pounded by Lyke, of ſuch Rich Men as truſt 
in their Riches, as moſt of them do, more 
than in the Preaching of the Goſpel; there- 


fore it is not to the Rich, but to the Poor 


that the Goſpel is Preached. 
I D 2 And 
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And to the ſame effect the Comforter ſaith, 
Jam. 2. 5. hath not God choſen the poor of this 
World, rich in Faith, and Heits of the King- 
dom, which he hath promiſed to all that love 
him, He hath called the Poor of this World, 
and therefore hath cauſed the Goſpel to be 
Preached to them, and they, though they be 
Poor, as to Worldly Eſtates and Wealth, yet 
they are Rich in Faith, which comes by hear- 
ing the Goſpel Preached to them; and they 
are Heirs of the Kingdom promiſed to all that 
love Chriſt. * ph 

With this agrees the Parable of the Wedding- 
Feaſt made for the Marriage of the King's Son, 
to which the Worldly Men who were Invited, 
excuſed their Abſence, upon the account of 
their Worldly Affairs and Profits; and ſome 
of them took the Servants ſent to Invite them, 
and uſed them deſpitefully, at which the King 
was angry, and Puniſh'd them, as he will do 
all thoſe who deſpitefully uſe his Servants; 
ſent to Invite them to this Feaſt. 4 
Then as Luke 14. 21. relates it, the Servants 
were ſent to bring in the poor, and maimed, 
and halt and blind, to the Marriage Feaſt of the 
King's Son, and they were the Gueſts at this 
bleſſed Feaſt of the Son of God, and the Worldly 
Men were excluded. To the Poor the Gofpel is 
Preached, and they are called by the Lord; 
and this is a wonderful Comfort to the Poor 
of the World, and gives them cauſe not to 
murmur at their Poverty, when the Spirit of 
God applies this Comfort to. them in that 


Condition, 
2. Another 


| (37) 

2., Another ſort of Tribulation, is that in- 
ward Tribulation in the Minds of ſome of the 
People of God, which they lie under through 
want of aſſurance of the Happineſs of their 
Future Condition ; their Minds are wracked 
with Doubts and Fears for want of this aſſu- 
rance, which is occaſioned by theſe things 

Which follow; and therein the Spirit of God 
applies ſuitable Comforts to their Condi- 
tion. 155 6 

1. This want of Aſſurance is ſometimes oc- 
caſioned through Ignorance, and want of 
Knowledge of the Truths of Chriſt, and of 
the Mind of God, as it is revealed in his 
Word; which perhaps through their Ignorance 
or want of Learning, they do not rightly ap- 
prehend, or underſtand ; to theſe the Spirit 
of God applies Comfort, in the words of 
Chrift, Fob. 14. 26. The Comforter which is 
the Holy Ghoſt, be ſhall teach you all things; and 
this is a mighty Comfort to an Ignorant Un- 
learned Soul to have ſuch a Teacher. 

Worldly Comforters. will teach us the Tra- 
ditions of Men, and the Beggerly Rudiments 
of the World, which profit nothing ; but the 
Spirit of God will teach us, the Inſtitutions 
of Chriſt, the Laws of God, the Myſteries of 
the Goſpel, the Meaning of the Scripture; he 
will teach us how to Pray, and how to de- 
clare the things of God, and how to defend 
his Truth; he will teach us all things neceſ- 
fary for our Eternal Life and Salvation. 
Though many of the People of God are not 
ſo Learned as the Great Doctors and Clerks, 
who call themſelves the Church, yet they * 

a better 
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a better Teacher; and by this Teacher, the 
Poor Simple and Ignorant Servants of Chriſt, 
have often confounded the Learned Doctors, 
and driven them to their laſt and ſtrongeſt 
Argument of Fire and Faggot; ſhewing more 
of their Barbarous' Cruelty, than 'of their 
Knowledge of Chriſt. 
The Spirit of God is ſuch a Teacher, that 
Chriſt is pleaſed to declare the Comfort there 
of to his People, Mat. 10. 19, 20. When they 
deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye 
ſhall ſpeak, for it ſhall be given you in that hour 
what ye ſhall ſpeak ; for it is not ye that ſpeak, 
but the Spirit of your Father which ſpeaketh in 
you. And this Spirit thus Teaching the Peo- 
ple of God, may bring them to à comfortable 
aſſurance of the happineſs of their Future 
Condition, _ notwithſtanding their want of 
Knowledge. : * Lf 
2. This inward Tribulation is ſometimes 
occaſioned through the forgetfulneſs of the 
Promiſes of Chriſt, that whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting Life, 
Joh. 3. 16, 17. and God ſent not bis Son into 
ihe world, to condemn the world, but that the 
world through him might be ſaved. Our Salva- 
tion was the end of Chriſt's coming into the 
World; and there are very many of the like 
. gracious Promiſes of our Redeemer, which if 
we did think upon and remember, it would be 
a great Comfort to a Soul under this inward 
Tribulation ; and this Comfort is applied to 
ſuch troubled Souls, by the Spirit of God. 
He aſſures them in the words of Chriſt, be- 
fore cited, ' Fob. 14. 26. tbe Comforter ſhall bring 


all 
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all things to your remembrance, whatſoever I 
have ſaid unto you, This is a mighty Comfort 
to a troubled Soul, through forgettulneſs of 
the Promiſes of Chriſt, to have ſuch a Re- 
membrancer as the Spirit-of God 1s ; of all 
things whatſoever Chriſt hath ſaid unto us; 
of all his Promiſes, of all his Precepts, of all 
his Exhortations and Admonitions, and bleſ- 
ſed Truths, to have all thefe things brought 
to our remembrance by the Spirit of God, will 
alſo bring us to a comfortable aſſurance of 
the Happineſs of our Future Condition. 

3. This inward Tribulation is ſometimes oc- 
caſioned through want of a due ſenſe of the 
Love of God in the Hearts of thoſe that lie 
under this Tribulation ; who it they did 
rightly and fully conſider this Love of God, 
the extenſion, — and infiniteneſs of it 
to themſelves, as well as to any others, it 
would be a great Antidote againſt the Poiſon 
of our Doubts and» Fears, and bring us to a 
comfortable aſſurance of the Happineſs of our 
Future Condition in the Life to come. 

And for this very end is the Comfort ap- 
plied to the Souls of Believers in this Condi- 
tion; the Spirit of- God aſſures them in the 
words of the Apoſtle, Rom. 5. 5. that the love 
of God is ſhed abroad in their hearts by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, which is given to them. Oh! this is 
a mighty Comfort to Believers, when they are 
under this inward Tribulation, and ſufficient 
to ſupport them, and to expell all their cauſe- 
leſs Doubts and Fears, of what will become 
of them after this Life. 


Worldly 


(40) 

Worldly Comforters apply no ſuch Com- 
forts to us, they endeavour to ſhed abroad in 
our Hearts the love of Money, and the love 
of Worldly Honours. and Pleaſures, but the 
love of God is ſhed abroad in our Hearts, by 
the Spirit of God only. But you may ſay 
my Sins are great and crying, and how can I 
hope for Pardon for them at the hands of a 
Ur and Righteous Judge, whom I have fo 

1ghly provoked to Anger. 

The Love of God is greater than thy Sins, 
and this Juſt and Righteous Judge 1s merciful 
above all his works, and hath promiſed by 
his Prophet, Iſa. 1. 18. Though your Sins be as 
ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as ſnow; though 
they be red as crimſon, they ſhall be as tvooll. 
Chriſt hath purchaſed Mercy for us, and the 
Spirit of God hath ſhed abroad his Love 1n 
our Hearts; and if. we conſider this Love, and 
that it is to our Souls, as well as to any other, 
this Comfort thus applied to us, wall bring us 
to a comfortable aſſurance of the Happineſs of 
our Future Condition, through the Purchaſe 
of Chriſt, and his Love ſhed abroad in our 
Hearts by the Holy Spirit. « 

4. And laſtly, this inward Tribulation in 
the Minds of the People of God, is generally 
occaſioned through their doubts of Pardon of 
their Sins, through want of confidence of their 
Redemption by Chriſt ; which indeed is the 
ground and occaſion of all forts of this in- 
ward Tribulation, But to this Condition the 
Spirit of God applics alio ſuitable Comforts 
to Believers, for their Support, 
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He aſſures them, Eph. 1. 12. that they are 
ſealed with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe, that is, 
the Spirit of God within us. And he alſo Ex- 
horts Believers, Eph. 4. 30. Grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are ſealed to the 
Day of Redemption. And this 1s a mighty 
Comfort to Believers, when they are under 
this inward Tribulation, throngh want of 
Confidence in the Pardoning Grace of God 
through Chriſt, unto Sinners. 

If a, Malefactor Condemned to Die for his 
Crimes, can obtain his Pardon under the Great 
Seal of the Nation, his Life 1s Saved ; every 
Sinner that believes in Chriſt, hath his Pardon 
Sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promiſe, and his 
Life is ſaved thereby unto Eternity, and this 
Pardon cannot be Cancelled or Repealed, and 
it is freely tendred to all that come unto God 
by Chriſt, and they are all Sealed by the Holy 
Spirit, unto the Day of Redemption. 

The Spirit is the High Chancellor of Hea- 
ven, the Keeper of this Great Seal, whereby 
the Servants of Chriſt are Sealed to the Day 
of Redemption; and this is a mighty Comfort 
to them, they need not doubt of their Pardon 
being paſſed under this Great Seal, and may 
have confidence of their Redemption, being 
Sealed unto it by the Holy Spirit of God; 
which may be ſufficient to bring them to a 
comfortable aſſurance of the Happineſs of 
their Future Condition. 

Thus I have alſo endeavoured to ſhew you, 
how the Comforts of the Spirit of God are by 
him applied unto Believers, in the ſeveral 
Conditions in this Life, in which they ſtand 
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in need of a Comforter, as in outward Tribu- 
lation. 1. In the Loſs of neareſt Relations 
and Friends. 2. In the Loſs of Bodily Health 
and Strength by Sickneſs, Pains and Diſtem- 
pers. 3. In the Loſs of their Worldly Goods 
and Eftates, when they are brought to Want 
and Poverty. | 

Alſo how the Comforts of the Spirit of God 
are applied to Believers, when they are under 
the inward Tribulation of their Minds thro* 
want of aſſurance of the Happineſs of their 
Future Condition; occaſioned, 1. Throug Ig- 
norance and want of Knowledge of the Truths 
of Chriſt. 2. Through forgetfulneſs of the 
Promiſes of Chriſt. 3. Through want of a 
due Senſe of the Love of God in their Hearts : 
And 4. Through doubt *of Pardon and Re- 
demption ; in all which Conditions, I ſhewed 
you how the Spirit of God applies ſuitable 
Comforts to them. 

I ſhould now come to the Second Condition, 
wherein the People of God ly ing under it, do 
ſtand in great need of Comfort, and that is, 
under Perſecution, which 1s the Portion of the 
People of God in this Life; and herein the 
Spirit of God applies ſuitable Comforts to 
them. But for this, and my intended Appli- 
cation, I muſt expect. God willing, a further 
Opportunity, Im 
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ON 


| Theſ. Chap. v. ver. 19. 
Quench not the Spirit. 


] om formerly ſhewed you from this 


Scripture, that it is an Exhortation of the 

Apoſtle to Believers in Chriſt, nor 10 
quench the Spirit of God which is within them. 
And it is neceſſarily implied that the Spirit 
of God is within them, or elſe the Exhorta- 
tion were vain, ot to quench it. 

Secondly, I propounded to you Three Rea- 
ſons of this Exhortation, Why Believers ought 
not to quench the Spirit. 1. Becauſe the Spirit 
is a Fire within us, to cheriſh us, and to do 
good to our Souls; and therefore we have 
reaſon not to quench the Spirit. The 2d Rea- 
fon was, Becauſe the Spirit is a Light within 

us, to manifeſt the Things of God to the Eyes 
of our Underſtandings, to guide us into all 
Truth, and to lead us unto Chriſt; and there- 
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fore we have reaſon not to extinguiſh this 
Light, not to quench the Spirit. 

The laſt time that I ſpake. to you from this 
Text, I came to the Third Reaſon of this Ex- 
hortation, Why Believers in Chriſt ought not 
to quench the Spirit of God within them; and 
that was, becauſe the Spirit is a Comforter 
within us, and therefore we haue reaſon not to 
queneb the Spirit. And to open this Reaſon 
the more fully to you; I ſhewed you, 1. 
That the Spirit of God is a Comforter within 
us; which I proved by the words of Chriſt 
himſelf, in his gracious Promiſe of the Com- 
forter, Joh. 14. and by other Scriptures. 

In the Second Place, I endeavoured to ſhew 


you what kind of Comforter the Spirit is with- 


in us; that he is a Comforter like unto Chriſt, 
2. An abiding Comforter. 3. A true Comfor- 
ter. 4. A Comforter to the Faithful Servants 
of God, to true Believers in Chriſt only. And 
5. That he is a Spiritual Comforter, and in- 
ward Comforter, whoſe Comforts are ſuch as 
the World cannot give to us, nor take them 
away from us: And the Spirit of God being 
ſuch a kind of Comforter within us, we have 
reaſan therefore nor to quench the Spirit. 

In the Third Place, I came to ſhew you how 
the Spirit of God doth apply his Comforts to 
Believers; that when they are in any Condi- 
tion in this Life, wherein they ſtand in need 
of a Comforter (as they often do) then the 
Spirit doth apply his Comforts to them in all 


ſuch Conditions; and ſuitable Comforts to, 
their ſeveral Conditions: As 1. When they 


are 
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are under outward Tribulation through loſs 
of neareſt Relations and Friends: Or, 2. 
Through loſs of Bodily Health and Strength, 
and are fall-n into Pains, Sickneſs, and Di- 
ſtempers of Body and Languiſhing : Or, 3. 
When through outward Tribulation by loſs of 
their Worldly Goods and Eftates, they are 
fallen into great "Want and Poverty ; in all 
theſe, and in all the like Conditions of out- 
ward Tribulation, the Spirit of God doth 
*pply ſuitable and ſupporting Comforts to 
them. 

I ſhewed you in the 2d Place, that when 
any of the People of God did fall under in- 
ward Tribulation, when their Minds were 
troubled, through want of a Comfortable Aſ- 
ſurance of the Happineſs of their Future Con- 
dition in the Life to come. Which inward 
Tribulation is occafion'd, 1. Through Igno- 
rance and want of Knowledge of the Truths 
of Chriſt. 2. Through forgetfulneſs of the 
Promiſes of Chriſt. 3. Through want of a 
deep Senſe of the Love of God in our Hearts.. 
And 4. Through Doubts and Fears of the Par- 
don of their Sins, and of an intereſt in the 
Redemption by Chriſt. In theſe Particular 
Conditions, and thus occaſioned, the Servants 
of Chriſt do often lie under this inward Tri- 
bulation, whereof Worldly Men are little 
ſenſible of; as what ſhall become of them 1 
this Life; whether. Happineſs or Miſery ſha 
befall them in that Life which is to come. 
And this is a great Tribulation, wherein the 
People of God do ſtand in need of a Cen j 
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And in all theſe Conditions of inward Tribu- 
lation, I have ſhewed you how the Spirit of 
God doth apply ſuitable Comforts to his Ser- 
vants. ET 

I am now come in the next place, to ſhew 
you, that when any of the Servants of Chriſt 
do fall under Perſecution in this Life, which 
they only are liable unto, and wherein the 
ſtand in great need of a Comforter, then alſo 
the Spirit of God doth apply ſuitable Comforts 
to them; and upon this Particular I purpoſe, 
God willing, to proceed at this time. ere- 
inT ſhall ſhew you, that the Servants of Chriſt 
in this Life, do fall into ſeveral kinds of Per- 
ſecution; as we have ſeen in ſome Places of 
the World, even in our time; and the ſame 
hath been in all times, ſince the coming of 
Chriſt in the Fleſh, and will be till his ſecond 
Coming: In all theſe Conditions the Spirit of 
God hath been, is, and will be a Comforter 
to chr... = 4. , "46: 

1. The Servants.of Chriſt in this Life, are 


Eu ande the Perſecution of being revi- 


ed, "mocked and reprogched by Worldly Men, 
becauſe of their Profeſſion of the Name of 
Chriſt. This the Apoſtle reckons amongſt the 
Pegſecutions, and calls them cruel mockings, 
Heb. 11. 36. In this Condition the Spirit of 
God applies great Comforts to his Servants, as 
high as in ay Condition of Perſecution what- 


ever.. 


He Comforts them with the words of Chriſt, 
Mat. 5. 11, 12. who ſaith to his Servants, bleſſed 
are ye when men revile you, and perſecute you, 
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and ſhall ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſly, 


for my names ſake. How fully doth our Lord 
Chriſt here foretell what we and our Predeceſ- 
fors have ſeen and heard come to paſs in this 
kind of Perſecution ; but he tells ſuch Perſe- 
cuted Servants of his, that they are bleſſed when 
they are thus perſecuted, and bids them rejoyce 
and be exceeding glad thereof, becauſe (faith 
he) great ts your reward in Heaven. 

For a few reviling reproachful words in 
the World, they ſhall have a great Reward in 
Heaven, where they ſhall Sing Hallelujas and 
* Praiſes to God, and to the Lamb, and rejoyce 
in him, and be Honoured by him for ever- 
more. And a further word of Comfort is, for 
(faith Chriſt) ſo perſecuted they the 1 
which were before you, who were much bet- 
ter than we, and yet were ſo Perſecuted be- 
fore. It is no new thing thus to Perſecute 
the Servants of God; ſo they Perſecuted the 
Prophets before” us. _ I 

They were thus uſed by the Men of the 
World, and it 1s the Portion of the Servants 
of God to be fo uſed, Was not our Lord and 
Maſter Chriſt himſelf, thus uſed by Worldly 
Men, and yet he deſpiſed the ſhame. for our 
ſakes. The Servants of Chriſt have no cauſe 
but to rejoyce and to be exceeding glad when 
they are thus Perſecuted ; and the Spirit of 
God applies this Comfort to them, that great 
i their reward in Heaven; and this Comfort 
far outweighs the Perſecution. 

The like Comfort is applied by the Spirit 
of God to ſuch of his Perſecuted Servants, 
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when he aſſures them in the words of the Apo- 
ſtle, 1 Per. 4. 13. where he ſaith to Believers in 
Chriſt, if you be reproached for the Nane of 
Chriſt, happy are je; and he gives the Reaſon 
thereof, for the Spirit of Glory and of God 
reſteth upon you, that is, the Spirit of God; 
he reſteth upon you, and is a Comforter with- 
in you, and will make your Reproaches to 

turn to your Glory. _ 
The Apoſtle proceeds in Comforting his Re- 
proached Brethren ; on their part he is evil 
ſpoken of, that is, on the part of the Revilers _ 

Chriſt is evil ſpoken of. When Worldly Men 
ſpeak Evil of the Servants of Chriſt, he takes 
it as evil ſpoken of himſelf; but ſaith he, oz 
your part be is glorified. Thoſe who ſuffer the 
Perſecution of Reproaches, and Cruel Mock- 
ings for the Name of Chriſt, they. do therein 
glorifie Chriſt; and this is a mighty Comfort 
applied to them, by the Spirit within them; 
who for a few envious malicious Slanders, 
ſhall receive a great Reward in Heaven; the 
Spirit of Glory and of God ſhall reſt upon 
them, and Chriſt ſhall be Glorified by them. 
- 2, When any of the Servants of Chriſt are 
Perſecuted by hard Impriſonment and Bands, 
as multitudes of them have been, in Iron 
Chains, and Gives and Fetters, and many into 
Althy and loathſom Dungeons, to compell them 
to forſake the Liberty of their Conſciences, 
the Spirit of God applies Comforts to them in 
that Condition; and though the Liberty of 
their Perſons be taken away from them, yet 
the Spirit of God preſerves the * of 
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their Minds and Spirits to them; and when 
Books are denied them, yet they have ſtill Li- 
berty to exerciſe their Thoughts and Contem- 
plations upon God, and upon their Saviour 
and Comforter. | 

Who enters into the Priſons and Dungeons, 
though never ſo ſtrongly barred and guarded, 
and there converſeth with the Priſoners, and 
applies Comforts to them, though they are 
cloſe Priſoners, and none permitted to come 
to them, yet the Comforter cannot be kept 
out, but he will accompany theſe poor Priſo- 
ners, though they are barred of the common 
Light, yet the Spirit gives them his Light; 
and although they be in Bonds, yet the Spirit 
of God aſſures them in the words of Chriſt, 
Joh. 8. 36. that he will make them free, and then 
they. ſhall be free indeee l. 

It was the Comfort of the Spirit of God 
which cauſed a Holy Man, of whom we read 
in the Stories of the Church, that when he was 
Examined for the true Faith of Chriſt, he de- 
tended the ſame by Scripture, which he aled- 
ged to the Judges, but they interrupted him, 
and ſlighted the word of God, which the Priſoner 
cited to them; thereupon the Poor Man deſired 
his judges that he might be ſent back again 
to his Dungeon, to his Frogs and Toads there. 
For, ſaid he, they will not interrupt me when 
I mention the things of God, neither will the 
ſlight the word of God; and therefore he choſe. 
the Company of theſe Frogs and Toads in his 
Dungeon, rather than of thofe Prophane Men 
before whom he was in Judgment. _ wo 
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Read of many others who were wonderfully 
Comforted in their moſt noiſom Impri ſonment 
and Bonds, cheerfully ſtrengthning one ano- 
ther, and Singing Pſalms together, and Prai- 
ſing God who ſent the Comforter to them; and 
he applied ſuitable Comforts to them in this 
hard Condition. | | 

3. When the Faithful Servants of © Chriſt 
have been under the Perſecution of Baniſh- 
ment, and driven from their Wives and Chil- 
dren, and Relations, and from their Houſes 
and Lands for the Sake of Chriſt; when they 
have been forced to remote Regions, there the 
Spirit of God finds them out, and applies 
Comforts to them; he ſhews them in every 
Tree, and Leaf, and Plant, and every thing 
they look upon, what a Powerful, Wiſe and 
Good God they have, upon whom he fixeth 
their Contemplations with Comfort, and when 


they behold the Sun, and Moon, and Stars, 


which appear in all Places where they come, 
they conſider God in them, and receive Com- 
fort by them. | 
Though they wander about in Sheeps-Skins, 
and Goat-Skins, in Defarts, aud Mountains, 
and Dens and Caves of the Earth, being Deſ- 
titute, Afflicted, Tormented, yet then the Spi- 
rit of God applies Comforts to them, and aſ- 
ſures them, Heb. 11. 38. that God will provide 
better things for them; he will provide for 


them Houſes not made with Hands, Eternal in 


the Heavens , and he will provide for them an 
Inheritance amonę the Saints in Life, and will 
bring them Home again to their Fathers Houſe 
with rejoycing. What 
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What Region is there ſo remote, but that 
the Spirit of God can viſit it in a moment, 
and will viſit his Baniſhed Servants in all 
Places and Countries, and apply Comforts to 
them; no Laws can keep the Spirit of God 
out of their Territory, nor can conceal any 
of the Servants of Chriſt from him, but the 
Spirit finds them out, Aſſociates himſelf to 
them, cheriſheth and comforteth their Hearts 
and Spirits, and leaves them not alone, though 
they are alone; and for Comfort, aſſures 
them of a full reparation of all thoſe Comforts 
from which they are Baniſhed. . 

He - applies this Comfort to them in the 
words of our Saviour, Hark 10. 29, 30. there 
is no man that hath left Houſe, or Brethren, or 
Sifters, or Father, or Mother, or Wife or Chil- 
dren, or Lands, for my Names fate and the 
Goſpels, but he ſhall recerve an hundred fold, 
now in this time, Houſes, and Brethren, and 
Siſters, and Mothers, and' Children, and 
Lands, with Perſecution, and in the World to 
come Eternal Lite... 5 $ 
Some Interpret this Hundred Fold in this 
Life, to be intended in the Thouſand Years 
wherein the Saints ſhall Reign on the Earth; 
and they ſay that the Wife is not named in 
the Reſtitution, becauſe ſhe is included in the 
Houſe, and in the other Enjoyments, in all 
which ſhe is a part. Others Interpret this to 
ſignifie, and properly, and although it ſhall be 
with Perſecutions, yet ſhall the Servants of 
Chriſt then be ſo filled with the Comforts of 
the Spirit of God in their Hearts, that it _ 
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make that little which ys enjoy in their 


Perſecution, an hundred fold better to them, 
than what they have loſt; and according to 


that of the Apoſtle,” 2 Cor. 6. 10. they /hall be 


as having nothing, and yet al all things. 
Doubtleſs the Comforts applied to them in 
this Condition by the Spirit of God, will in- 
finitely out- ballance the grief of this Perſecu- 
tion of Baniſhment. _ * 
4. When the Faithful Servants of Chriſt 
have been under the ſharpeſt and moſt inhu- 
mane Tortures which could be invented, or 
inflicted on them by Heathen Tyrants, or Ro- 


miſh Prelates, in the height of all their Rage 


and Impiety, and of that hatred wherewith 
the World hateth the People of God, and their 
Lord Chriſt, which is hard to be expreſſed, yet 
then alſo the Spirit of God hath applied won- 
derful Comforts to them for their Support. 

And this kind of Perſecution of horrible 
Tortures, hath been inflicted upon the Faith - 
ful Servants of God, and no other, for no 
other would or could have born them, but 
they only. And it is evident in Story, that 
neither the Primitive Chriſtians, when they 
had Power, nor any Proteſtants, did ever in- 
flict ſuch Tortures upon the Enemies of God, 
and that of themſelves, as thoſe Enemies be- 


ing an Power did inflict upon the Faithful 


re of God ; and were ſuch as ever Nature 
id abhor to inflict upon Mankind; and 
whereof there are abundance of Examples, 
both in the time of the Heathens, and of the 
Popiſh Rulers, who were not out-done by the 
Curſed Pagans. | Searing 
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Searing with hot Irons, Scorching, Broyl- 
ing, Roaſting the Body with Fire, Pinching 
off the Fleſh with red hot Pinchers, burning 
off the Breaſts with Torches, ſetting the Body 
in an Iron Chair red hot, thruſting Thorns 
under the Nails, and into the Fundament, 
and other Places, fleaing off the Skin, and 
hanging up the Body in the Sun, anointed 
with Honey, for Bees and Waſps to ſting it; 
Staking Bodies to the Earth to be Starved to 
Death, and thouſands of the like Tortures, 
Rackings, and Pains not to be mentioned 
without horror. 

A meek Biſhop, - to Burn a Maids Hand till 
the Sinews ſhrunk up, becauſe ſhe carried 
Drink to her Sick Mother, a Priſoner for 
Chriſt, And with his own hand Whipped two 
Youg Men to Death. Was this to follow the 
ineekneſs and mercy of Chriſt ? how contrary 
was it to all his Precepts and Practice? and 
whether thoſe who inflicted theſe Tortures, or 
thoſe who ſuffered them, and never inflicted 
them, though in their Power; whether of theſe 
be moſt true Followers of Chriſt, and of his 
Religion, is very eaſie to determine. 

In this Condition of Torturing Perſecution, 
the Spirit of God was pleaſed to apply might 
Comforts to his Tortured Servants ; inſomuc 
that the very Butchers the Tormentors, were 
weary with Executing their Tortures ; and 
the poor Sufferers bad them go on. And no- 
thing of theſe 'execrable Tortures would force 
the Faithful Soldiers of Chriſt to forſake their 
Captain : And this Comfort in this Condition, 


was 
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was applied to tender Virgins, and Women, 
and even to youg and/old Men and Children, 
who expreſſed their having of theſe Comforts 
applied to them by the Spirit of God in the 
midſt of theſe Tortures, 

If you ask who was their Comforter, who 
applied theſe ſtrong Comforts to them in theſe 
Extremities? the Apoſtles Anſwers it in the 
Scripture before cited, Heb. 11. 35. where he 
faith of the Perſecuted Saints, that ſome were 
tortured, not accepting delrverance. I am ſure 
you will all agree that this was contrary to 
Nature and Reaſon, and the Courſe of the 
World, not to accept Deliverance from theſe 
Tortures,when it was. offer'd them; the Apoſtle 
gives the Reaſon of their not accepting Deliver- 
ance; it was,that they might obtain a better 
Reſurrellion. This was the great Comfort ap- 
plied to them in this their Tortured Condition; 
the Spirit of God allured them, that they ſhould 
obtain a better Reſarreftion. "F" 

This cauſed them to endure their bitter 
Tortures with Cheerfulneſs and Comfort, be- 
cauſe they ſhould in that better Reſurrection 
be freed from all Tortures and Pains; they 
ſhould then ſee their Perſecutors Scoffed by 
Devils, Impriſoned in Hell, Baniſhed from the 
Preſence of God, Tortured with Everlaſting 
Burnings, and. put to Death Eternal, when 
their Reward ſhall be great in Heaven; Life, 
and Imortality and N. and the enjoyment 


of the Preſence of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt 
for Evermore. & 
5. We 
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5. We come now to the end of the Perſecu- 
tions of the Faithful Servants of Chriſt, and 
the beginning of their Happineſs; the Cruel 
Deaths unto which they were * and in this 
Condition alſo the Spirit of God was their 
Comforter, they gave up their Lives for the 
Truth, and the Spirit of Truth Comforted 
them in their laſt Suffering, ſo that they feared 
not Death, he was no King of Terrors, but a 
King of Comforts to them. | 

They willingly and with Comfort ſubmit- 
ted their Lives to the devouring Fire, and 
Sung Pſalms in the midſt of the Flames, Re- 
joycing in their Death. And having theſe 
Comforts applied to them by the Spirit of 
God, that throngh the Fiery Tryal they were 
paſſing from Death to Life, from the Sorrows 
of this World, to the Joys of Heaven; and 
from the Society of Evil Men, to the Compa- 
ny of Saints and Angels, to Rejoyce in the Pre- 
ſence of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt to Eternity. 

Many Hundreds, yea many Thouſands of 
Men, Women, and Children, of all Degrees 
and Apes, deliver'd themſelves up to Death, 
and choſe to Die in the Fire, and other Tor- 
ments, rather than they would deny Chriſt; 
Three Hundred that were at a private Meeting 
to Serve God, when Life was offered to all of 
them that would Sacrifice to the Idols, but 
the reſt were to be put into a Lime-Kiln, every 
one of them went into theeLime-Kiln, and 
were there Smother'd to Death, not one of 
them accepting Life upon that Condition 


offered them. 
The 


11 
The like of many more who were in 2 
Church, and at a Conxenticle, Life was pro- 
miſed to all of them that would Conform to 
Idolatry; and when not one of them would do 
it, they were all ſhut into the Church, and 
Burnt in it. Thie like is Related of a Legion 
of "Chriſtian Soldiers, above Six Thouſand 
Men; to whom was grafted, that every one 
of them that would join in the Falſe Worſhip, 
ſhould continue his Life and Employment; 
but every one of them, with their Captain 
Mauritius, choſe rather to die for the Name 
of Chriſt, than to live and deny him; and 
they were preſently Slain in the Field, and 
gave up their Lives for God, with Comfort 
and Rejoycing. | 
And this Ke to declare in them a true 
Senſe and Behef of the Promiſe of our Saviour, 
Mat. 10. 39. He that findeth his Life ſhall loſe 
it, and he that loſeth his Eife for my ſake, ſhall 
find it; and this is a mighty Comfort to the 
Servants of Chriſt, applied by the Spirit of 
God to all that Believe in his Promiſes; that 
when they are Perſecuted to Death for the 
Name of Chriſt, they do but change a Tem- 
poral Life, for an Eternal Life, and ſhall 
ſurely obtain a better Reſurrection; which 
theſe Scriptures do prove, together with the 
Truth now under obſervation; that the Spirit 
of God. doth apply Comforts to the Servants 
of Chriſt, being; under Perſecution. 
Thus I have ſhewed you that in all Condi- 
tions wherein the People of God do ſtand in 


need of a Comforter, both in outward and 
| inward 


* 
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inward Tribulation, and likewife in Perſecu- 
tions, by Reproach, Impriſonment, Baniſh- 
ment, Tortures and Death; that in all ſuch 
Conditions, the Spirit of God is a Comforter 
to them, and, applies ſuitable Comforts to their 
reſpective Conditions. | 
I it be ſo, then by way of Application of 
this Particular, let us be Exhorted to embrace 
theſe Comforts of the Spirit of God within us, 
and thankfully to entertain them which he 
applies to us, which are high Favours and 
Bleſſings beſtowed upon us, and upon all thoſe 
that do love Chriſt, and keep his Command- 
ments, and receive his Comforts. | 
In the, Parable of Drives and Lazarxs, 
Luke 16. 22. the Begger died, and was carried 
by the Angels into Abrabam's boſom ; the Rich 
Man alſo died, they muſt die as well as the 
Poor, and in Hell Dives lift up his Eyes, being 
in Torments, and ſaw Abraham afar off ; ſuch 
as Dives are from Abraham in the Life to come 
he ſaw Lazarus alſo in Abraham's boſom ;, and 
this increaſeth the Torments of the Wicked, 
to ſee thoſe whom they deſpiſed here, to be in 
Happineſs in Heaven. | 
And Dives cried and ſaid, Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me; it is too late then to im- 
plore mercy, and ſend Lazarus, that he may 
dip the tip of bis finger in water, and cool my 
Tongue, for I am tormented in theſe Flames : 
It was but a ſmall thing that he deſired, but 
it was too late; and Abrabam tells him, Son, 
remember that thou in thy Life time receivedſt 
thy good things, and Lazarus likewiſe evil 
things, but now he is Comforted, and thou art 
Tormented, F From 


Life, as they are accounted, ſuch 
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From this Parable we have our Choice, ei- 
ther of good Things, as Worldly Men eſteem 
them in this Life; the beſt whereof are ſhort 
and petting, and with them Toxmerits in 
Hell, in the Life to come, which wilt cotitinue 
for ever; or elſe to have Evil Things in this 
0 ition 
as Lazarus had here; yet with the Comforts 
of the Spirit applied to us, and to be carried 
after this Life, by Angels into Abraham's bo- 
ſome, to be there Comforted for ever, which 
of theſe two Conditions ſhall be choſen by 
us? e 8. 6 94 A de 
Oh! Let us not be over Solicitous of theſe 
Worldly Things, theſe periſhing Comforts, 
which will deceive us, and prove bitterneſs to 
us in the Concluſion, if our Hearts be too 
much ſet upon them; but let us endeavour, 
after the Comforts of the Spirit of God, ſuch 
as I have ſhewed you are applied by the Spirit 
to the Servants of Chriſt in all Conditions in 
which they ſtand in need of a Comforter. 
Some of us have known as much of world- 
Iy Comforts as others, though never without 
5 mixture of Croſſes, bleſſed be God for it, 
and we have known all theſe Worldly Com- 
forts to paſs away, as if they never had been, 
and ſome of us do ſtand in need of the Com- 
forter as much as others, and none of us but 
will come to ſtand in need of him; the beſt 
way to obtain his Comforts, will be a patient 
ſubmiſſion to the will of God in all Conditions 


- 


and humble Prayer, that he would be pleaſed 


to ſend us another Comforter, who may abide 
with us for ever, even the Spirit of Truth; 
| who 
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who will apply to us ſuch Comforts in all 
Conditions, as will refreſh and ſupport our 
Spirits, and fuch as the World cannot give us, 
nor take way from us, and which will make 
us Happy for ever. 9 


* 


I am now come to the General Uſe of this 
Exhortation in our Text, quench not the Sgi- 
it; which affords great variety of Matter, 
but I cannot long inſiſt upon it, but propound 
to you only a Uſe of Admonition. If it be 
{o, that Chriſtians ought not to quench the Spi- 
rit, becauſe it is a Fire within us, to cheriſh - 
us, and a Light within us, to Guide us, and a 
Comforter within us, to Support us; let us be 
Admoniſhed from hence, to abſtain from all 
ſuch things as will guench the Spirit; ſome of 
which, I ſhall brieff name unto you. 
1. Let us abſtain from Atheiſm, a Wicked- 

neſs increaſing in theſe Days, but we muſt 
abſtain from it, and from all Thoughts or 
Words which tend thereunto, for they will 
certainly guench the Spirit, if we deny God, 
and our Saviour, and our Comforter, we can- 
not imagine but we ſhall be denied before our 
Father which is in Heaven, for this wall 
wench the Spirit that is within us; when we 
deny him, he will deny us, if we do not con- 
eſs him before Men, he wall not confeſs us, 
nor apply any of his Comforts to us; this wall 
undonbtedly quench the Spirit, therefore let us 

abſtain from it. 8 
In the Græcian Laws there was none againſt 
Paxicide, becauſe they thought that for Chil- 
dren to Murther a ROOD was fo ant 
2 able 
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able a Wickedneſs, and ſo contrary to Huma- 
nity and Reaſon, that there needed no Law 
to be made againſt it. Neither do I remember 
any Precept in the Book of God againſt 
Atheiſm; which is ſo contrary to Nature, and 
Reaſon, and to every thing that we look up- 
on, that the Holy Spirit thought it not fit to 
declare any Law, nor Arguments againſt it. 
Only in P/alm 14. i. David hath this Ex- 
preſſion, The Fool hath ſaid in his heart there 
2s 70 God; then it follows, they are corrupt, 
they have done abominable in their doings, 
there is none that doth good. And if you ob- 
ſerve it, none but Abominable Workers of 
Iniquity have ſuch Atheiſtical Thoughts or 
Words, for which David calls them Fools, and 
ſo leaves them. Theſe Thoughts or Words do 


certainly quench the Spirit; and therefore let 


5 be Admoniſhed wholly to abſtain from 
them. | 
2. Superſtition and Idolatry will quench the 
Spirit, therefore let us be Admoniſhed to ab- 
ain from it, to follow the Inventions of Men, 
before the Inſtitutions of Chriſt in his Worſhip, 
or to commit any Idolatry, to ſet up falſe 
Gods, in the Place of the true God, to make 
Covetouſneſs our God, or our Belly our God, 
or any of our Luſts 5 be preferred by us be- 
fore God, or to Worſhip any thing but the true 


God, is Superſtition and Idolatry, which will 
guench the Spirit, and therefore we muſt abſtain 
from it. | * 
Nothing can be more highly Diſpleaſing to 
God, than to Diſhonour him; and indeed, as 
much as in us lies, to ſeek to Dethrone' —_ 
| y 
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by, preferring our own corrupt Luſts before 

him, and to ſet up the fooliſhneſs of Men, be- 

fore the wiſdom of God ; to Worſhip Creatures, 

or our own Affections, above our Creator, this 

is an high Provocation and Sin againſt God, 
and will quench his Spirit. 

It is ſaid by the Prophet, Ho. 4. 17. Ephraim 
is joined to Idols, let him alone; this is one of 
the ſevereſt Judgments that is denounced in the 
Scripture againſt Wicked ones, let him alone : 
Alas Poor Souls! if we bring our ſelves to that 
paſs, that God lets us alone, that he will have 
no more to do with us, we are far worſe than 
the Brutes that periſn; if we turn to Superſti- 
tion and Idolatry, we incurr this Judgment, 
we quench the Spirit, and God will take no 
more Care of us, but let us alone to periſh in 
our own ways; his Spirit will no more dwell 
with us, nor in us; let us therefore be careful 
to abſtain from this wickedneſs, for it will 
certainly quench the Spirit. | 

3. We muſt abſtain from Scoffing at the 
Spirit, which is frequently done by ſome 
Wicked Men in this Day ; this will certainly 
—_ the Spirit; it is a higher deſpight to 

im, than to deny him; for thoſe who Scoft 
at the Spirit, do acknowledge him, and yet 
do reproach him ; a wonderful Impudence and 
Sottiſhneſs: If we Scoff at a Friend with us, 
he will not tarry in our Houſe; if we Scoff at 
the Spirit within us, he will not tarry with 

„ but being thus quenched by us, he will 
Jeave us to all Miſery. | F 

The Apoſtle 2 Per. 3. 3. Informs us, that 
there ſhall come in the laſt days Scoffers, walk- 


ing 


— 
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ing after their own luſts; and one would think 
that the Days wherein we live, are theſe laſt 
Days, wherein there are ſo many Scoffers of |- 
God the Father, and at God the Son, and at 
God the Holy Ghoſt; and it is evident that 
theſe Scoffers are ſuch, as walk after their own 
Luſts, can we imagine but that theſe Scoffers 
do quench the Spirit within them? 5 

| But their Scoffs will be turned into ſore La- 
| mentations, except they Repent, and come 
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| 
| to God with weeping for their Reproaches 
. which they have caſt upon his Spirit, who will 
| laugh them to Scorn, and Satan and his Imps 
| will have them in Derifion, whom they {ſet 
| on work to Scoff at the Spirit. Let us be 
| Admoniſhed to abſtain from this arogant 
| Wickedneſs ; whoſoever doth Scoff at the Spi- 
E rit, doth quench the Spirit, and yet the Spirit 
will be to him a conſuming Fire. | 
4. And Laſtly, let us be Admoniſhed from 
hence, not to grieve the Holy Spirit of God; 
for to grieve the Spirit, will quench the Spirit, 
and he will never Seal us to the Day of Re- 
demption. Every Sin that we commit againſt 
God wilfully and Impenitently, doth grieve 
the Spirit, who knows the ſad miſery which 
we plunge our ſelves into by theſe Sins; and 
[ therefore in his Infinite Love to us, is grieved 
for us; and if we grieve the Spirit, we quench 
[i Zzhe Spirit, and all the Comforts which other- 


| 
1 wiſe he would apply to our Souls. N 
N That God is grieved by our Sins, the 5. 
| Het David declares, P/al. 95. 10. wheremhe 
peaks in the Name of God touching the Diſo- 


| bedient 1/rae/ites, forty years long was 1 e 
| , wil 
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with this Generation; why was the Lord thus 

rieved with them? it follows, and ſaid it is 4 
People that do err in their hearts, and they have 
not Rnown my ways. If we err in our Hearts 
obſtinately, and do not know the ways of God, 
nor endeavour to be Inſtructed in them, but 
wilfully Sin againſt God, as the Hraelites did, 
we grieve the Lord, and his Holy Spirit with- 
in, and we guench the Spirit, and all hopes of 
Comfort to be applied to us by him. 

Therefore let us be Admoniſhed to abſtain 
from this Evil; and from every appearance of 

Evil, 1 Theſ. 5. 22. whereby the Spirit is grie- 
ved, and conſequently will be quenched within 
us, and we ſhall deprive our ſelves of thoſe in- 
eſtimable Comforts and Bleſſings which he is 
willing to apply to us, and there 1s none of us 
but ſtand in need of ſuch a Comforter as he is, 
and will be to. all that love Chriſt, and are 
obedient to him, 

Certainly it will be cauſe of rejoycing to 
every one of us, to have the Spirit within us, 
to be a Fire to cheriſh us, and to be a Light to 
Guide us, and to be a Comforter to Support 
us; and therefore let us be Admoniſhed to ab- 
ſtain from Atheiſm, from Superſtion, and Ido- 
latry, from Scoffing at the Spirit, and from 
Grieving the Spirit, whereby we {ſhall quench 
the Spirit, and bring our ſelves into unſpeak- 
able Miſery, the which will have no End. 
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